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SUB J : GUATEMALAN FOREIGN MINISTER'S PLANS TO VISIT BELIZE 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER CASTILLO VALDEZ TOLD ME SEPTEMBER 5 ABOUT 
HIS PLANS TO MAKE A PRIVATE VISIT TO BELIZE AS A FIRST STEP 

IN TRYING TO OVERCOME BARRIERS OF COMMUNICATION WHICH MIGHT 
LEAD EVENTUALLY TO A BETTER UNDERSTANDING WITH BELIZEAN LEADERS. 
HE SAID THAT BRITISH HAD CONVEYED HIS IDEA TO BELIZEANS WHO 
WELCOMED FOREIGN MINISTER S ATTITUDE BUT FELT THAT A VISIT IN 
THE POLITICALLY CHARGED ATMOSPHERE IN THE DAYS PRIOR TO BELIZE'S 
NATIONAL CELEBRATION ON SEPTEMBER 10 MIGHT LEAD TO POLITICAL 
COMMENT WHICH WOULD BE UNHELPFUL WITH RESPECT TO THE PROPOSED 
MEETING BETWEEN GUATEMALAN. BRITISH AND BELIZEAN REPRESENTATIVES 
IN NEW YORK LATER IN SEPTEMBER. BELIZEANS WERE SUGGESTING THAT 
THE INITIAL CONTACTS SHOULD BE MADE AT THE NEW YORK MEETING 
AND THAT THEY WOULD THEN WELCOME A SUBSEQUENT VISIT BY THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER TO BELIZE FOLLOWING SUCCESSFUL TALKS IN 
NEW YORK. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTER SAID HE THOUGHT IT WAS ALSO SIGNIFICANT 
THAT THE BELIZE GOVERNMENT HAD ASKED THE BRITISH TO ASSURE HIM 
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THAT THEY WOULD DO NOTHING TO INFLAME THE PRESENT ATMOSPHERE. 
THIS, HE EMPHASIZED, WAS A PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT POINT. 

3. HE TOLD ME THAT NO DATE HAD YET BEEN FIXED FOR THE NEW 
YORK MEETING BUT THAT HE THOUGHT IT WOULD TAKE PLACE IN THE 
THIRD WEEK OF SEPTEMBER. HE SAID HE ASSUMED HE WOULD BE ABLE 
TO MAKE HIS VISIT TO BELIZE IN OCTOBER. 
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4. HE EXPLAINED THAT HE HAD FELT FOR SOME TIME THAT IT WAS 
IMPORTANT TO BREAK OUT OF THE RELATIVE ISOLATION WHICH 
CHARACTERIZED GUATEMALA'S TIES WITH BELIZE AND TRY TO PROMOTE 
INCREASING EXCHANGES AND FLOWS OF EVERYTHING - PEOPLE, 

CAPITAL, TECHNOLOGY. AFTER A YEAR OR SO OF SUCH EXCHANGES, 

HE THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO TRANSFORM THE ATMOSPHERE 
SUFFICIENTLY THAT BOTH SIDES COULD THINK OF MUTUALLY 
CONVENIENT ARRANGEMENTS. THE BELIZEANS COULD LEARN THAT THEY 
HAD NOTHING TO FEAR FROM THE GUATEMALANS. 

5. THE FOREIGN MINISTER SAID HE PLANNED TO LEAVE FOR NEW 
YORK ON SEPTEMBER 17. 

BOSTER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: MINISTERIAL VISITS 
Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 sep 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978GUATEM05232 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780363-1026 
Format: TEL 
From: GUATEMALA 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780999/aaaaddzl.tel 

Line Count: 76 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f782fa56-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1534414 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GUATEMALAN FOREIGN MINISTERYS PLANS TO VISIT BELIZE 
TAGS: PBOR, BH, UK, GT, (CASTILLO VALDEZ) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f782fa56-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



